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ADVANCED INSTALLATION TOPICS

�is section contains a discussion of other options available with VHI PC-Kits. Many of these options 
are not directly available through the setup program and involve advanced knowledge of your network 
environment. For further information concerning any of these topics, contact VHI PC-Kits Product Support 
at (03) 9888 1829.

Using an existing Microsoft®  SQL Server™

VHI PC-Kits uses OLEDB to communicate with its shared database. VHI PC-Kits has been tested with and 
is supported using MSDE 1.0, MSDE 2000, and Microsoft®  SQL Server 7.0 with MDAC 2.6 (or later) and 
Microsoft®  SQL Server 2000 when using MDAC 2.7 (or later).

By default VHI PC-Kits installs MSDE 2000 as part of the VHI PC-Kits database server components. MSDE is 
a re-distributable version of Microsoft®  SQL Server™  2000. If your network is already running Microsoft®  SQL 
Server™ , you can easily install the VHI PC-Kits database into your existing Microsoft®  SQL Server™  installation 
instead of using MSDE. 

To do this, simply run the Server setup of VHI PC-Kits on your Microsoft®  SQL Server™  machine and select the 
Database option in the dialog box shown in Figure 5. �e setup program will prompt you for an administrative 
username/password so that it can attach an empty VHI PC-Kits database to your Microsoft®  SQL Server™ . �e 
setup will create a SQL login ‘pckits_login’ with a predetermined password and assign the login the role of 
‘pckits_user’ (as contained in the empty database).

Using Integrated NT Authentication

By default, VHI PC-Kits installs an empty SQL Server database with SQL authentication. �e clients access 
this database using the ‘pckits_login’ SQL login. If you are concerned about the security of your database, 
you can instruct VHI PC-Kits to use Integrated NT Authentication through the License Manager icon (in the 
system tray on the server).

By doing so, you will have to setup custom SQL Server logins and permissions. �e empty VHI PC-Kits 
database contains a user role called, ‘pckits_user’ for this purpose. For more information on this, consult your 
Microsoft®  SQL Server™  documentation. A full description of this is beyond the scope of this document but 
is mentioned here for advanced users and IS department use. VHI PC-Kits Product Support can provide only 
limited assistance configuring your network/database security options.

Note:  Integrated NT Authentication is only available if both the workstation 
and server machines are running NT 4.0/2000/XP/2003. It is not available in 
environments with Windows 98/ME workstations or servers. It is possible to 
use a mixed set of authentication schemes on a single network installation, but 
this is beyond the scope of this document.
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Understanding VHI PC-Kits Server Components

VHI PC-Kits servers contain three components, any or all of which can be installed on separate machines by 
running the Server setup multiple times on different server machines (See Figures 4 and 5 on page 7.).

• Database  This component installs MSDE and attaches an empty SQL Server database (.mdf) file 
at installation time. If installed to a machine with an existing SQL Server installation, it 
will not install MSDE.

• Licensing This component installs an executable which is run at startup on Windows 98/ME or as 
a service on Windows NT 4.0/2000/XP/2003. It is the job of this component to validate 
product activation and serve up licensing and configuration information to the workstations. 

 This component uses WinSock over TCP/IP using (by default) port 52369. You may 
need to configure firewalls or proxy servers to allow this port to be exposed to net-
works requiring access to the license server. It is possible to reconfigure which port 
VHI PC-Kits uses, if necessary.

 The license server is configured on Windows 98/ME and Windows NT/2000/XP/2003 
using the VHI License Manager. A shortcut to this will be created in your Start menu as 
well as an icon in the system tray.

• Application By installing the application binaries to the server, you create a single point of upgrade/
administration for all of your VHI PC-Kits workstations. However, if you have a slow or 
heavily taxed network environment, this can greatly impact the performance of VHI PC-
Kits. 

NOTE:  VHI PC-Kits allows different versions of the client binaries to work 
together on multiple workstations. Therefore, if you are not running VHI PC-
Kits from a network share, new versions of VHI PC-Kits can usually still be 
installed one workstation at a time without preventing use of the database by 
older workstations during the upgrade. For more information see the instruc-
tions included with your upgrade.

 When you install the Application server component, a share called ‘pckits_app’ will be 
automatically created allowing full control to everyone. You can change the security on 
this share as required and can even change its name. If you change its name, you will 
have to enter a UNC path to it during workstation installation when asked where your 
application server is located. Such a path would be of the form \\server\share (minimally) 
and could also contain sub-directories if needed.

 VHI PC-Kits is fully able to use UNC paths wherever a path is required.




